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VINCENT VAN DUYSEN:
A DAY IN ANTWERP

The works of Vincent Van Duysen are linear, quiet and
powerful. Whether he is creating large scale architecture,
minimalist interiors, furniture or products, his designs
same time, he has an energetic approach to life dynamic
and full of passion.
2022 marks Van Duysen’s 60th year. We take this opporhis work, inspirations, and dreams.
Van Duysen takes us along for a day in Antwerp, showing
us his favourite spots in his city, as well as some of the
spaces he designed, from the majestic August Hotel to the
shop. As we walk through the city’s landmarks, we discover the world of Van Duysen through his ideas, dreams
and creative approach, and explore the designs he has cre-

9.00 -10.00, Havenhuis
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11.00 -11.30, Travel to city center
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You live and work in Antwerp. Why did you

you do?
VINCENT VAN DUYSEN

I am a very creative and driven person.

VINCENT VAN DUYSEN

my life to the fullest, yet in a controlled way. I am intuitive
and emotional.

it felt like home.
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As a child, my parents educated me across
-

What makes Antwerp special?
-

VINCENT VAN DUYSEN

fashion academy (hence the famous antwerp six of the 1980s).
But in the city are also many photographers, designers, choreographers, theatre authors, and culinary talents.
Architecture gave (and still gives) me the opportunity to exROSA BERTOLI

to the art of living. Overall, and frankly speaking, I think it’s
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The creative energy at every corner in-

spires me every day.
What does a typical day in Antwerp look like
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achievements and milestones of your career so far?
It’s ongoing. Every day has its unique-
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for you?
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my dogs, enjoying home and work.
and consistency.
ROSA BERTOLI

your life in Antwerp. Who are the people who are part of your
community, and how did you meet them?
VINCENT VAN DUYSEN In general, I am a very social and open
minded person, so I am quite engaged with my surroundings and community. On the other hand, as I get older I like
to spend more time on my own. But I still hang out and am
connected with a group of old pals from the city. I am not a

ROSA BERTOLI

My design and architecture are human
centric, unique. I like to surprise, and I hate repetition. My
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for timelessness.
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enjoy spending a lot of time at home with my dogs, my partner
Mateo and my father.

What is a dream project that you haven’t done yet?
This is twofold: one dream project would
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or chapel, a temple of worship or a monastery. But it could also

As well as spaces, architecture and furniture, you
-

VINCENT VAN DUYSEN
ROSA BERTOLI

is your creative vision for the next 60 years?
VINCENT VAN DUYSEN I wish to keep up the pace and my creativity. I want to age in a youthful way and carry on with my
creativity for the next couple of decades.

11:30-13:00, The Plantin-Moretus Museum
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It’s part of the architecture itself. You don’t

15.00-16.00, Copyright Bookshop
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17.00-18.00, At home
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each other, and range from technical light, multifunctional
lamps for reading and working, and now a collection of porta-

take on a little tour around the world.
VINCENT VAN DUYSEN

Let’s start from the designs that are simplest in appearance, C1
and Spine.

modern day candle. The design derives from a simple gesture:
it’s a very classic shape, with references to Adolf Loos. At its

VINCENT VAN DUYSEN

ies and structural elements.
or as a wall wash. On the other hand, Spine is an outdoor
ROSA BERTOLI

What do you aim for, when creating a lamp?

ic way, with a pure and minimal design. The challenge was

VINCENT VAN DUYSEN

different options.

consider a model such as Infra Structure, then I must say that
its structure has quite a presence and it creates geometries in
space. It’s a strong lighting presence.

is the duo of Infra-Structure, 1 and 2.

time the design shouldn’t intrude any space too much, it has

ROSA BERTOLI
rior and architecture you design. How do you design the light
when creating a space?
VINCENT VAN DUYSEN Natural light is one of the most important

magnetic technology, Infra-Structure offers a singular way to

and arrangements. It’s a more playful collection, which offers a
-
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the function of each space, for example work situations would
have different lighting from a hospitality or residential area.

-

VINCENT VAN DUYSEN

-

very multifunctional and versatile reading lamp, it’s the ultimate reading light, it’s not intrusive.

18.00–19.00, Magazyn shop
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Vincent Van Duysen and Flos: a visual history

19.00-sunset, Walking through Antwerp
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We take GUSTAVE

-

-
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MEXICO CITY
Rosetta

Unfold to discover the technical details of Gustave

Owner Elena Reygadas describes Rosetta as ‘a living organism’: located
in a large mansion in Mexico City’s Roma neighbourhood, the restaurant’s menu is based on seasonality and availability of fresh ingredients. Each space has a unique character, guests dine within a tropical
atmosphere by day, surrounded by plants and natural light. At night,
subdued illumination contributes to a mysterious, intimate atmosphere.
‘What matters the most is the experience inside the restaurant,’ says
Reygadas. ‘I seek to use a type of lighting that generates pleasant
atmospheres and invites customers to enjoy the space.’ Photography
by Pia Riverola.
23

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

GUSTAVE

SUSTAINABLE MATERIALS
The lamp’s components are
reduced to the bare minimum
and held together without
adhesives, screws or welds.

Designed by Vincent Van Duysen

––––––––––––––––––––––––

CABLE OPTION

USB - C option for charging
through electricity.

BATTERY-OPERATED OPTION

To replace during the service
without interruptions.

EASY RECYCLING
The assembly method without
screws and glues allows to
easily disassemble the lamp to
replace or correctly dispose
of individual components,
simplifying the recycling
process at the end of the
product’s life.

––––––––––––––––––––––––

Learn more at
flos.com/sustainability

7 COLORS

BROAD LIGHT COVERAGE

CAPACITIVE TOUCH BUTTON

SUITABLE FOR OUTDOOR USE

Exclusive matte and glossy finishes selected by Vincent Van Duysen: Lacquered Brown, Titan Blue,
Lacquered Green, Raw Aluminum, Matte White, Matte Anthracite, Polished Silver.

Patented lenses engineered to maximize lighting up to 1 meter while ensuring
amazing visual comfort with its asymmetric 360 º light beam.

To easily turn on and off the lamp
and dim the light.

IP54 certified.

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
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NEW YORK
Saga

‘Eating at Saga is meant to feel like you’re dining in the home of a fancy
friend,’ says chef James Kent. Set on the top four floors of an Art Deco
building in New York, originally conceived as a bachelor pad, its intimate interiors boast uninterrupted views of the city and were designed
with light in mind. Light is a big deal at Saga: ‘I’m never more acutely
aware of light than I am when I’m sitting in the dining room,’ continues
Kent. ‘I see the shadows move across the carpet in the late afternoon
then watch the sun set over the skyline and the lights in Manhattan
skyscrapers cascade on.’ At night, the space is meant to feel like it’s
lit by candlelight: ‘lighting in a restaurant is all about creating a mood,
so I tend toward warmer options. As long as diners can see what’s on
the plate, I’m satisfied.’ Photography by Brian W. Ferry.
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BERLIN
Lode & Stijn

Lode van Zuylen and Stijn Remi run this small Berlin restaurant focusing
on natural produce in a relaxed atmosphere. ‘When we opened the
restaurant, we didn’t really think deeply about a perfect light plan,’
admits van Zuylen. Local design studio Labolleur took care of the
lighting in the space (which includes Achille Castiglioni’s Frisbi for
Flos). ‘These lights aren’t just really beautiful objects, but the light that
gets reflected is really great for a table setting as it is not a spotlight.
It brings the people at the table even more together.’ Photography by
Volker Conradus.
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