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Bruder Klaus
Field Chapel

Comporta, Portugal

I love sacred buildings, like this
chapel that Peter Zumthor
created in Germany. It’s a kind
of shelter and a silent space.

On a huge plot in the dunes
where you have the breeze of the
ocean around you, I built a holiday house that is my sanctuary.
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Sterling Ruby
There is a fragility
behind his artwork,
even though it
can also be very
spiritual and raw.
gagosian.com

The Brick Gym

Vincent Van Duysen.

Vincent
Van Duysen
August Hotel
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I designed this hotel in the Green
Quarter of Antwerp. It was a convent. We kept and restored its soul
while making it a new destination.
august-antwerp.com
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His Three Dogs

Pablo, Gaston, and Loulou
are all standard-sized,
short-haired dachshunds.
They have amazing
personalities.
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ELLE DECOR

AND EIGHT THINGS HE
CAN’T LIVE WITHOUT.
BY VANESSA L AWRENCE

It can be tempting to classify Vincent Van Duysen as
both a minimalist and the epitome of modern Belgian
aesthetics based on his beautifully pared-down work
(and his Antwerp home base). But the architect and
interior designer vehemently defies such labels. “I’ve
always been very individualist. I don’t like when people categorize me within such definitions,” says Van
Duysen, who is the creative director for the Italian firm
Molteni&C. “It’s too easy and commercial.” A
self-described “kid of postmodernism,” he got his start
as an assistant to Aldo Cibic, the Italian cofounder of
Memphis, before working with fellow Belgian designers Jean-Jacques Hervy and Jean de Meulder. Over
the past 30 years, he has brought his signature,
quietly elegant use of natural materials and
earthy tones to a dizzying array of projects,
including the KaDeWe department store in
Germany and residences across Europe and
Asia. This fall, he inaugurates a Los Angeles
showroom for Molteni&C. “I have always been
inspired by archetypal forms of furniture and
the pureness and essence of a space,” he says.
“I aim to create places that calm the senses.
Anything you could call excess, I want to
throw it away and do without.”
vincentvanduysen.com

It’s a beautiful gym in the south
of Antwerp in an old loft building.
As I get older, I’m trying to be
more aware of my body
and pay more attention to my
health. thebrick.be
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Cashmere Sweater

Midnight blue cashmere
crewneck sweaters are part of
my uniform. I love the warm
feeling and the texture of the
cashmere on my skin.
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Temple of
Hatshepsut

This Egyptian temple
made a huge impression on me when
I visited it as a young
student. It has modernity and strength—
it’s grand but simple.
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