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AN ARCHITECT’S
PASSION FOR
MATERIALS
FOR VINCENT VAN DUYSEN, THE DESIGN AND EXECUTION OF A PROJECT
ARE INSEPARABLE, AND ONLY HIGH QUALITY MATERIALS
WITH A NATURAL FEEL WILL DO.
The quiet, simply proportioned façades achieve great
plasticity by virtue of the handmade, rustic brick.

First floor.

The north-west wall is mirrored in the long, narrow swimming pool and leads to a pool room.

According to the Belgian architect Vincent Van Duysen, design
and execution are inseparable aspects of a construction project.
The details and choices of material are just as important to the
final result as the overall concept.
It is an attitude many architects will recognise. The difference is that Van Duysen has lived up to the principle throughout his career. He has always worked with clients who have
allowed him to retain control of the project – from planning to
choice of materials – right until the completion date.
After training at the Higher Institute of Architecture SintLucas in Ghent, Van Duysen’s first jobs in the early ’90s involved
designing and building shops and homes in and around
Antwerp. Since then, the geographical spread of his projects
has widened significantly. Over the years, clients from all over
the world have sought him out for tasks ranging from one-off
family homes to large residential, office and shopping complexes. And his signature is evident on all of them. His projects
are never attention-seeking or loud. Regardless of their function
and size, they express his ability to transform an idea into integrated architecture characterised by spatial harmony and an
unostentatious idiom, as well as very high-quality materials and
attention to detail.

These characteristics are very much evident in a house he
built in 2011 in Sint-Martens-Latem, Belgium, situated in a residential area with lush gardens and paths planted with large
ash, oak, and maple trees.
The commission called for a home that would merge beautifully into the landscape and form a unit with, and ensure the
privacy of, the garden. He achieved all of this with simple,
strong brushstrokes.
The L-shaped villa stands in the corner of the plot, meaning
the house itself provides effective protection against anybody
looking into the south-facing garden. The walls that emanate
from both wings and run the full length of the site help establish
a relationship between house and garden. The north-west wall
runs parallel to the long, narrow swimming pool and leads to a
pool house, which acts as a beautiful point de vue. The northeast wall borders the courtyard that extends from the kitchen.
This simple, modern house is almost monolithically designed,
comprising interlocking rectangular volumes. The façades are
well proportioned and sober, with windows consistently recessed in the wall. The ground plan promotes harmony between
the various functions, which are positioned logically in relation
to each other. From the main entrance, you walk into the dra-

matically beautiful hall with skylights, and continue into the
open-plan dining room and living room. The kitchen and utility
room are in the north-east wing. Large glass panels are pushed
aside to access the polished concrete terraces, studded with
large, rectangular chunks of Dinesen oak planks.
Since his very first projects, Van Duysen has worked closely
with producers who are capable of meeting his high standards
of workmanship and production. In Petersen Tegl, he found a
company that shares his passion for handmade brick. And in
Kolumba, he has found the natural, rustic look and proportions
he seeks. For the façades and garden walls of the house in SintMartens-Latem, he has chosen K51 – which, because of its uneven structure, gives the house an air of belonging to the
garden and vegetation, while the stonework’s light-grey shades
form a beautifully cool contrast to the surroundings.

Like most of the other rooms – and the terrace – Dinesen oak floors have been laid in the sunken living room.
Vincent Van Duysen opted for a façade brick in the Petersen range, which he likes particularily.
It has changing hues in cool, light grey shades of blue and touches of green.

The house’s location in the corner of the site and the surrounding garden walls provide effective protection against the outside world.
Family home in Sint-Martens-Latem, Belgium
Client: Private
Architect: Vincent Van Duysen Architects
Contractor: Dedeyne Construct
Engineer: Ingenieursbureau Fraeye & Partners
Landscape architect: Wannyn Tuinaanleg
Brick: K51
Text: Ida Præstegaard, architect
Photos: Koen Van Damme

Ground floor.
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